APPENDIX F: Additional Lead and Lead Safety Resource Data

Key Units of Measurement

Gram (g or gm): A unit of mass in the metric system. A nickel weighs about 1 gram, as does a 1 cube of water 1
centimeter on each side. A gram is equal to about 35/1000 (thirty-five thousandths of an ounce). Another way to
think of this is that about 28.4 grams equal 1 ounce.

ug (microgram): A microgramis 1/1000th of a milligram. To put this into perspective, a penny weighs 2 grams. To
get a microgram, you would need to divide the penny into 2 million pieces. A microgram is one of those two

million pieces.

pg/dL (microgram per deciliter): used to measure the level of lead in children’s and worker’s blood to establish
whether intervention is needed. A deciliter is a little less than a half a cup.

2 ug/ft (micrograms per square feet): the unit used to express levels of lead in dust samples. All reports should
report levels of lead in dust in pg/ft2.

mg/cm2 (milligrams per square centimeter): used to report levels of lead in paint thru XRF testing.

ppm (parts per million): Typically used to express the concentrations of lead in soil. Can also be used to express
the amount of lead in a surface coating on a mass concentration basis. This measurement can also be shown as:
ug/g, mg/kg or mg/I.

ppb (parts per billion): Typically used to express the amount of lead found in drinking water. This measurement is
also sometimes expressed as: pg/L (micrograms per liter).

EPA/HUD Lead-Based Paint and Lead-Based Paint Hazard Standards

Lead-Based Paint (may be determined in either of two ways)
4Surface concentration (mass of lead per area) 1.0 pg/cm?2

4Bulk concentration (mass of lead per volume) 0.5%, 5000 pg/g, or 5000 ppm

Dust-thresholds for Lead-Contamination
4+Floors 40 pg/ft2

4+ Interior Window Sills 250 pg/ft2
4+Window Troughs 400 pg/ft2
Soil-thresholds for Lead Contamination

4Play areas used by children under age 6--400 pg/g, or 400 ppm
Other areas 1200 pg/g, or 1200 ppm



Resources for Additional Information on Lead-Based Paint and Lead-Based Paint Hazards:

National Lead information Center & Clearinghouse: 1-800-424 LEAD www.epa.gov/lead/pubs/nlic.htm

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Lead Program: www.cdc.gov/lead Toll-free CDC Contact Center:
800-CDC-INFO; TTY 888-232-6348

Consumer Product Safety Commission www.cpsc.gov Toll-free consumer hotline: 1-800-638-2772; TTY 301-
595-7054

Environmental Protection Agency Lead Program: www.epa.gov/lead 202-566-0500

HUD Office of Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control: www.hud.gov/offices/lead 202-402-7698
Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Kansas Healthy Homes Lead Hazard Poisoning
Prevention Program http://kshealthyhomes.org

Hearing- or speech-challenged individuals may access the federal agency numbers above through TTY by calling
the toll-free Federal Relay Service at 800-877-8339; see also http://www.federalrelay.us/tty.



