
Antibiotics can be very helpful for treating infections caused by bacteria, like strep throat or urinary 
tract infections. However, it’s important to follow your health care provider’s instructions to help your 
child take antibiotics correctly and keep them safe. Here are some tips to help your child get the most 
benefit from the medicine. 

1. Listen to your health care team. They may need to change or stop your child’s antibiotics  
1-2 days after their visit, especially if they did tests during the visit. 

2. What if my child won’t take their antibiotic? Taking antibiotics can be hard for some children. 
Scan the QR code below for tips on how to help your child take medications.

3. My child feels better, now what? Even if your child feels better, make sure your child takes  
all the antibiotic doses. Scan the QR code below to learn why.

4. Do not save extra antibiotics. You should not store them for later. Taking old antibiotics can  
be dangerous. Do not share antibiotics with anyone. Scan the QR code below to learn how to 
safely get rid of medications.

5. Help! My child isn’t getting better. Depending on the infection they have, your child should 
start to feel better after 2 to 3 days of antibiotics. If your child is feeling worse or can’t take their 
antibiotic, contact your health care team.

6. What side effects should I watch for? Mild side effects like rash, dizziness, upset stomach, 
yeast infections, and diarrhea can happen in many children. 

Get emergency medical care if your child has:
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For More Information 
Scan the QR Code or visit:  

cmkc.link/when-to-use-antibiotics
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• Lip swelling 
• Wheezing
• Trouble breathing 

• Hives
• Severe diarrhea 

These are signs of an allergic reaction.  
Your child may need a different antibiotic.
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