
Presence of Tympanostomy Tubes

Does the pt have 
otorrhea? 

Yes

No
Are

 the tubes 
patent? 

No/
Unknown

Yes

- Tympanostomy Tube Education Handout
- Antibiotic ear drops (ciprofloxcin + dexamethasone) 

- 4-5 drops BID X 7 days
- Aural hygiene (see Handout)
- F/U with ENT if no resolution within 7 days of treatment

AOM Immediate 
Antibiotics

Abbreviat ions/Acronym s (lab, 
radiology excluded): 
pt = patient
ENT = Ears, Nose, and Throat
BID = Twice per day

Acut e Ot it is Media - 
Tym panost om y Tube

Low concern for AOM, 
consider alternative 

diagnosis

Educat ion Handout s 
- Otorrhea with Tubes

- Otorrhea with Tubes (Spanish)

- Otorrhea without tubes

- Otorrhea without tube (Spanish)
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This clinical pathway is meant as a guide for physicians and healthcare providers. It does not establish a standard of care, and is not a substitute for medical judgment which should be applied based upon the 
individual circumstances and clinical condition of the patient. Printing of Clinical Pathways is not recommended as these documents are updated regularly . Copyright   The Children?s Mercy Hospital 2024.  All rights reserved.
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